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At the Right Hand of God 

Mark 16:9-20 
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Lesson Introduction: This is our final lesson in the Gospel 
of Mark. As we have studied this book, we have seen the 
glory of Christ shine brightly. In this final passage, we see 
Jesus making appearances to some of His disciples, and 
we hear that even still, they were having difficulty 
believing that Jesus was raised. Finally, He appears to 
them and commissions them to go and make more 
disciples. We then see that Jesus ascended to the right 
hand of the Father. As we study today, we will consider 
how our hardness of heart is overcome by the power of 
the Spirit, how Jesus has called us to live on mission for 
Him, and how our Savior is seated high above us.  
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  
 

• Jesus is at the right hand of the Father (V. 19) 
 

• We are called to proclaim the Gospel to all the 
world (V. 15) 

 
Mark 16:9-20 (ESV) 
 
[Some of the earliest manuscripts do not include 16:9–
20.] 
 
9 [[Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, 
he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he 
had cast out seven demons. 10 She went and told those 
who had been with him, as they mourned and wept. 11 
But when they heard that he was alive and had been 
seen by her, they would not believe it. 
 
12 After these things he appeared in another form to two 
of them, as they were walking into the country. 13 And 
they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe 
them. 
 
14 Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as 
they were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for 
their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had 
not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 15 

And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim 
the gospel to the whole creation. 16 Whoever believes 
and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will 
accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast 
out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will 
pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any 
deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their 
hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
 
19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, 
was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand 
of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, 
while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the 
message by accompanying signs.]] 
 
Discussion Section 1: Hardness of Heart (V. 9-14) 
 
-Why did the disciples not believe the testimony of Mary 
Magdalene? 
 
-Why did Jesus rebuke the disciples? 
 
-How did the disciples ultimately go from hard hearted 
men, to passionate servants of Christ? 
 
Note: Throughout the Gospel of Mark, we have seen the 
disciples continually act dully when it comes to Jesus and 
His message. They lack understanding of His teachings, 
fall asleep when He needs them to pray, and abandon 
Him when His trial begins. And now we see, even after 
they had been told multiple times by Jesus that He would 
rise from the dead, they were still hard hearted and 
lacked belief when they heard reports that He was alive. 
Why is it that these men would not believe? And how is it 
that they made such a dramatic shift after Jesus 
ascended to heaven and became bold witnesses? 
 
Remember in John 16:7, when Jesus told His disciples 
that, “it is to your advantage that I go away”? Well, 
Jesus went on to explain that the reason that it would be 
better for His disciples once He departed was because 
then the Holy Spirit would come. The fact is, the disciples, 
though living with Jesus daily, still needed to be born 
again. Until the Spirit of God lived in them, they could not 
truly understand the things of the Lord (1 Corinthians 
2:9-16). As we consider the spiritual dullness of the 
disciples, their hardness of heart, even after Jesus had 
resurrected, we should not be so much judgmental as we 
should be empathetic.  
 



August 25th, 2019, Page 2 
 

The fact is, we too, are dull toward spiritual things, and 
hard hearted toward the truth of God’s Word before the 
Holy Spirit changes us. There are many of us who grew 
up in church, heard the right things about God preached 
each Sunday, and said our prayers at night, and yet still 
did not respond to the gospel. Our hard heartedness is 
not melted away by being more intellectual or more 
faithful to church attendance. We become  sensitive to 
the things of the Lord and desire to live for Jesus only 
when the Spirit of God takes hold of us (1 Corinthians 
12:3, Titus 3:5). May the disciples’ lack of faith in this 
passage be a reminder to us of our state before the Spirit 
of God fell on us, and may we praise Him all the more for 
giving us life! 
 
Discussion Section 2: The Great Commission and 
Accompanying Signs (V. 15-18, 20) 
 
-What commandment did Jesus leave for His disciples? 
 
-How might our grasp of verse 16 shape our urgency to 
live out verse 15? 
 
-What was the point of these signs and wonders that 
Jesus spoke of?  
 
Note: In verse 15, we see Jesus commanding His disciples 
to go and spread the Gospel throughout the world. This 
is part of Jesus’ great commission, which was recorded in 
all the Gospels, as well as in the book of Acts (Matthew 
28:16–20, Luke 24:44–49, John 20:19–23, Acts 1:4–8). 
The general message of Jesus’ last words to His disciples 
was that He was commissioning them (and us), to go and 
tell the good news about Him to all the world. We see 
here in Mark, that upon issuing this commandment to 
His disciples in V. 15, Jesus then reminds them in V. 16 of 
what’s at stake. We see there, the solemn reminder that 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned.” V. 16 
should greatly impact the way we put V. 15 into practice. 
If we truly grasped the reality that all those who do not 
believe will be condemned, would we not be more 
urgently sharing the gospel. If we spent time considering 
that those who die apart from knowing Christ will spend 
eternity separated from Him in hell, would we not be 
more serious about telling those around us the good 
news that Jesus saves? To be clear, this does not imply 
that we can ultimately save anyone. We cannot cause 
anyone to be born again (John 1:12-13). But God’s 
method of bringing people to Himself always involves His 
people teaching and preaching His word to the lost 

(Romans 10:13-15). May Jesus’ final words to His 
disciples before He ascended ring true to us, and may we 
tell the world with urgency that Jesus is Lord. 
 
Note: When Jesus tells the disciples to go and preach the 
Gospel, He also tells them that there will be 
accompanying signs and wonders. As we consider this 
incredible list of sings and wonders, there is a temptation 
to sometimes believe that if we have not experienced 
such miraculous instances in our lives, perhaps we have 
not truly believed. It is important to recognize that Jesus’ 
words here are descriptive, not prescriptive. In those 
days, the Lord most certainly did do some incredible 
things through the apostles and those who came into 
contact with them, that their message might be 
confirmed to those who heard it (Hebrews 2:4, 2 
Corinthians 12:12, Acts 2:22. Still to this day, when the 
Lord wills, He can and will show His glory through 
miraculous signs and wonders. However, we should not 
rely on things of that nature to bolster our faith (Mark 
8:11-12), and we should not teach that these things must 
accompany faith in order to truly be saved. God’s Word is 
sufficient to bolster our faith (2 Timothy 3:16-17), and 
our salvation comes by grace through faith alone, not by 
works (even if they are miraculous ones), so that no one 
may boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 
Discussion Section 3: At the Right Hand of God (V. 19) 
 
-What is the significance of Jesus being at the right hand 
of the Father? 
 
-How should Jesus’ position at the right hand of God 
shape the way we go about our daily lives? 
 
Note: There is no more appropriate way to close out our 
study of Mark than to consider Jesus sitting down at the 
right hand of the Father. He came, served, suffered, and 
died for the joy that was set before Him (Hebrews 12:2), 
and is now highly exalted above all (Philippians 2:3-11). 
Too often we tend to forget exactly who Jesus is, and 
here at the end of this Gospel, Mark reminds us. Jesus is 
not simply a good man who once lived, nor is He our 
personal genie, meant to grant us wishes whenever we 
please. He is more than a good teacher or a moral 
example. Jesus is the King of the universe, and the only 
proper response to that reality is worship. May we 
proclaim with the angels of Heaven, now and 
forevermore, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:12).  


